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Thus shows a pot made entirely by hand in coiled pottery, with the decoration put on with a

piece of stick.   The smoothing of the sides must bo done with a vory gentle movement, so that

the pressure does not make the clay thinner in some parts than in others.

evenly. Cut it through with a wire and
see that the clay is tightly packed to-
gether and stick the two pieces together
again. Cover with a damp cloth.
Repeat this every day for two or
three 'days. It is called wedging the
clay.

The clay should now be in a fit con-
dition for use. Make a long roll of clay,
slightly thicker than the pot is to be,
by rolling the clay with the hand on a
table or board. The end should taper
to a point. When a long roll with no
breaks has been made, start coiling it
round as in the coiled basket work,
pressing the coils close together and
smoothing out the grooves with the
thumb (Fig. i).

When the base is large enough and
quite flat, turn it over and smooth the
other side. See that it is quite round.
Lay the next coil on top of the edge
instead of alongside and break off the
coil when the round is completed. Start
each coil in a different place, so that
the joins do not come above each

other (Fig. 2). The pot must now be
smoothed outside and inside as the
work is done. Continue until the pot is
the right size.
A pattern can be made with a small
piece of stick on the outside, taking
great care not to press heavily or the
pot will be thrown out of shape (Fig. 3).
The pot must be left alone for several
days to dry.
The old way of firing pottery was to
make a wood fire, then to rake it out,
put the pot in the middle, and cover it
with the hot ashes, leaving it there until
it was cold. This can be tried, or the
pot can be fired in a kiln in a pottery.
The use of the wedging will now be
seen, for, if any water or air was left in
it, the clay would sink in the firing at
that place and the pot would be warped.
If the pot is to hold water it must be
glazed and fired again. This second
firing must be done at a pottery, as the
heat to fire glaze must be much greater
than any that can be maintained else-
where.